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Blogging is a long
Salt March…

First they ignore you, 
then they laugh at you, 
then they fight you, 
then you win.



Overpowering politics in MSM

• Umno:
• Utusan Malaysia / Kosmo  
• Berita Harian / Harian Metro
• New Straits Times / Malay Mail
• TV3/ ntv7 / 8TV / HotFM

• MCA:
• The Star / RedFM
• Nanyang Siang Pau / China Press

• MIC:
• Tamil Nesan / Tamil Nanban



Freedom of Speech

Freedom of the press is limited to those who 
own them… A.J. Liebling

If you don’t like the news… go out and make 
some of your own… Wes “Scoop” Nisker

From one new media guy to another, keep 
going… Dan Gillmor



Dan Gillmor

• Context & Nuances
• We the media – Grassroots Journalism



No Internet Censorship

CMA 1998: Part I Section 3(3):

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as permitting the 
censorship of the Internet

MSC 10 Bill of Guarantee:

#7: Ensure no Internet censorship



CMA 1998 & Content Code

Part 5 Section 3.5:

• The Online environment is not a legal vacuum. 
• In general, if something is illegal "off-line", it will also 

be illegal "on-line". 
• In this matter, the relevant existing laws apply. 

Sub-section 6.2 says compliance with the Content Code shall be voluntary. 

However, Sub-section 6.3 also states that: 

"Compliance with this Code shall be a defence against any prosecution, action 
or proceeding of any nature, whether in court or otherwise as stated under 
Section 98 (2) of the Act."



Blogging on…

Governance in 3 focal areas 
• The Multimedia Super Corridor
• Public policy development and execution
• Mainstream Media organisations

And their relations to the globalised world

You dream of a 5th Estate.



Internet is not a legal vacuum

• Computer Crimes Act 1997
• Digital Signature 1997
• Copyright (Amendment) Act 1997
• Communications & Multimedia Act 1998

• Content Code (2004)
• Telemedicine Act 1997
• Sedition Act 1948
• Defamation Act 1957
• Official Secrets Act 1972
• Internal Security Act 1960
• Printing Presses and Publications Act 1984 
• Penal Code



When they can’t prosecute,
They invent a reason to persecute

They fight you.

You jump onto Google PageRank 7/10.



October 3, 2004

• CMA 1998 Section 256(2)&(3): MCMC, Oct 9, 2004 
• Penal Code Section 298(a): Police, Feb 29, 2005 



Handbook

Reporters without Boundary
www.rsf.org

Printing financed by French Foreign Ministry
Launched: September 22, 2005



Digital Speech: Beyond soapbox

• Champion freedom of speech
• Choosing the best tool to outreach
• Get picked-up by search engines
• Publishing anonymously?
• Beating censorship and filtering
• e-Advocacy - Sustain the stamina



What next?

• Promote positive use of Internet and tools
• Position blogs as opinion-shapers
• Outreach to change agents

• Netizens & fellow bloggers, NGOs
• Community of Practice

• Promote global bridge-blogging
• Global Voices Online



Global Voices Online

• A Harvard Law School project
• Berkman Center of Internet & Society
• Key drivers: Rebecca MacKinnon, Ethan Zuckerman
• Regional Editors:

• David Sakasi on Latin America; Neha Viswanathan  
(based in London and India, covering South Asia);  
Jeff Ooi (based in Malaysia, covering Southeast   
Asia); Haitham Sabbah (based in Jordan and 
Bahrain, covering the Middle East); and various 
from China

http://www.globalvoicesonline.org/
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But is all that enough?

RIGHT against MIGHT.

It’s a long Salt March.
There’s only one Mahatma Gandhi.
He has got to be all of us.



Thank You.


